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Land Title Should Be Conveyed to Alaska Natives Faster.
CED-78-130; B-108439. June 21, 1978. &1 fg. ¢ 3 agpendices (16

PPe) »

Report to Sen. Henry H. Jacksom, Chairsar, Senzte Cosmittee on
Enerqy and datural Resources; Bep. Jchn Se¢ilterling, Chairsan,
ilouse Committee on Interior and Insular Affairs: Genmeral
Oversight and Alaska Lands Subcommittee; Bep. 1esc Rcncalio,
Chairsan, House Comsittee cn Intericr and Insular Affairs:
Indian Affairs and Pukblic Lands Subccasittee; by hokert F.
Keller, Acting Coaptroller General.

Issue Area: Land Use Planning and Control: Land Planning
Programss (2305).

Contact: Community and Econosic Develogment Div.

Budget Functicn: Community and Begional Levelopment: Area and
Regional Jevelcpment (852).

Jrqanizatiou Concerned: Department of the Interior.
Conqressional Relevance: House Cosmittee ¢p Intericr aad Insular
Affairs: ceneral Oversight and alaska lands Subcosaittee;
Pouse Cosaittee on Interior and Insular Affairs: Ipndian

Affairs ird Putlic Lands Subccmnittee; Sepnate Ccmamittee on
Enerqgy and Matural Resources. Bef. Jchn Seiberling; Eep.
Teno Roncalio; Sen. Herry 2. Jackson,

Authority: Alaska Native Claims Settlesent Act (43 U.S.C. 1601).
Alaska Statehood Act. Nental Health Act. Federal Power Act.
43 U.S.C. 945, 43 0.S.C. 975d.

The Alaska Native Claims Settlesent Act fprovided for
conveyance of title t¢ 44 nillion acres ¢f lapmd, both surface
and subsurface rights, and almost a tillion dollar scmetary
settlement to about 77,000 Alaska EBatives. The 84 gillion acres
will be conveyed to regional and village ccrporationms -
established under the act from vwithin a 90-sillion-acre area
selected by the corporation thrcughoct Alaska.
Pindings/Conclusions: Six years after Congress enacted the
Claims Settlement ict of December 1971, theé corgoratica bhad
received title to only about 20% of their land entitiement. The
Departaent of the Iunterior estimated that it wculd take another
6 to 13 vears before title of the lamé cculd ke cczpletely
conveyed to Alaska Natives. Alaska Native ccricrations need
title to the lands in order to develop natural rescurces to
gJenerate incose so that the self-sufficiency of the corgorations
can be maintzined. Delays in conveyimg land title bhave ispeded
comnunity development in scme Alaska villages; delajed the use
of lard selected by the State; and delaye¢d reccaveying cf title
to local resideunts, businesses, ncoprcfit ccrgcraticas, amd
governsents. The Departsent of the Interior had not adogted
policies needed to resolve issues delajing the transfer of lands
or approved actious proposed for improving processing cf Native
claims until March 1978. Two issues beed tc be



addressed--finding wvays to minimize future litigaticn and
establishing a monitoring program to deterszine whether kative
corporations are complying with the settlement ac'..
Recommendations: The Secretary of the Interior shoild provose
legislation to include easement criteria develcped Ly the
Department. The Secretary should alsc: revise easement
agreements used to transfer lands pending the cutccse cf court
litigation; insure that Native corporaticns? rights to unused
agency lands are defined and protected Ly Federal prcperty
disposal procedures; review all Federal lard transfers im Alaska
by December 18, 1971, and identify land disposals tc which
ative corporations have a right under the act; and anal yze the
issues of aow litigation can be minimizec and how regicral
corperations can be monitored. To helg Native corgorations
realize benefits of the tax exempt provisica of the act Lefore
taxes are assessed on their land, the Congress shoculd amend the
act so that the tax exempt period will not Legin until land
title has been transferred. (RRS)





