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$iiliam 3. Mocorhzasd
Chairman, subcopmittee an Conservation,

Energy, anc Satural Resources
Commitveer on Governtent Qperations
douse of Representatives

Tae Honcranle

Dear ¥r. Chalrman:

A% your regquest, we are oL enting on
Sutvey's inadequate agtion on
our reports entitled “Ixproved In3pwdud
ould Reduce the ?USSLWLL
Continental 3helf” {B-14
sn Certosin Matters Concge
of Quter Continental 3Sne
Feb, 26, 1974},
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Quter C~qtinental Shelf did not adequately
prescribed inspection steps.
of remedial operavions had not peen issued,
abandonment operations were not regularly scnedulad, end
inspectore did not always prepare reports on inspection

results., We recomsended to the Secretary of the Interior

forth the

twg recomrendations noted in
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report stated that the instructions
covering vrartial inspections of drilling operations on the

that he require the Geoclogical Survey to issue instructions

covering partial inspections of drilling operations and
inspection of remedial and abandonment coperations.
February
told us that inspection instructions would be issued by
June 1974,

In & letter to the Subcommittee on Conservation,
and Matural Resaurces dated June 12, 1974, Survey
structions are given to the technicians on a continuing
basis during dﬂV*rc-dnv ingpections by the
visor and his staff of engineers.

Survey also szid that

In our
26, 1974, report, we stated that a Survey official
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inspection schedules for these types of operationg are estab-
lished as needed within the opﬁ‘ations framework and that a

rnow order will
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Although instructions given on a continuing tasis
during day~to-day inspections serve some useful purpose, we
pelieve that written guidelines would provide greater insur-
ance that inspection activities were being administered and
rerorted uniformiy.

OQur June 29, 1973, report alsc cited a need for requ-~
lating additional offshore operations which have pollution
danger but which were not regulated at the time of our review.
We recommended that the Secretary of the Interior require
Survey to issue regulatory orders to control erosion, worx-
over and wireline operations, and certain concurrent orera-
report, we stated that a Survey official told us that such
regulations would be issued by June 1874,

As part of our periodic followup procedures, we have
followed the progress of these regulation changes. On
October 28, 1975, a Survey official toid us that the regu-
lation changes woulé not be finalized and put into effect
until early 1976, ’

As agreed with your office, a copy of this letter is
irng sent to the Secretary of the Intearior.

Sincerely yours,

f “n..
ACTING Comptroller General
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