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Food and Drug Administration 

Department of Health, Education, and Welfare 

In February 1972, the Food and Drug Admin- 
istration published an interim regulation to 
allow the continued use of saccharin in food 
for a limited time, to resolve the question of 
its potential to cause cancer. Resolution of 
the question is not expected before mid-l 978. 

Allowing an interim food additive regulation 
to remain in effect for about 6 years while 
safety questions concerning the additive are 
being resolved seems contrary to the Food 
and Drug Administration’s intent of permit- 
ting use of such additives for a limited time. 
Extended use of a food additive, such as sac- 
charin, whose safety has not been established 
and for which a question of carcinogenic (can- 
cer causing) potential has been raised could 
expose the public to unnecessary risk, 
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COMPTROLLER GENERAL OF THE UNITED STATES 

WASHINGTON. D.C. 20548 

B-164031( 2) 

(‘- I 
The Honorable Gaylord Nelson 

/’ United States Senate 

f- Dear Senator Nelson: 

This is the last of the three reports you requested on 
January 30, 1975. It is on the need for the Food and Drug ,’ 

i Administration to resolve safety questions on saccharin. Our 
reports “Need to Establish the Safety of Color Additive FD&C 
Red No. 2” (MWD-76-40) and “Regulation of the Food Additive 
Aspartame” (MWD-76-111) were issued October 20, 1975, and 
April 8, 1976, respectively. 

The Food and Drug Administration is part of the Depart- 
ment of Health, Education, and Welfare. As requested by your 
office, we have not obtained the Department’s written comments 
on the report. However, .we have discussed it with Food and 
Drug Administration officials and have considered their com- 
ments in the report.. 

We invite your attention to the fact that this report 
,1 4” contains a recommendation to the Secretary of Health, Educa- 
_, tion, and Welfare in chapter 5. As you know, section 236 of 

the Legislative Reorganization Act of 1970 requires the head 
of a Federal agency to submit a written statement on actions 
taken on recommendations to the House and Senate Committees 
on Government Operations not later than 60 days after the 
date of the report and to the House and Senate Committees on 
Appropriations with the agency’s first request for appropria- 
tions made more than 60 days after the date of the report. 

We will be in touch with your office in the near future 
to arrange for copies of this report to be sent to the Secre- 
tary of Health, Education, and Welfare and to the four Commit- 
tees to set in motion the requirements of section 236. 

Comptroller General 
of the United States 
















































































