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Report to lLewis B. Straus, Administrator, Food and Nutriticn
Service; by Brian P. Crowlcy, Assistant Director, Coamvnity and
Economic Development Div,

Contact: Community and Econowic Develcopment Div.
Authority: Food and Agriculture Act cf 1977. Focod cStemp Act of
1964. Disaster Relief Act of 1974,

One of tle harshest winters in recent hi.tory and othar
disaster situations resuvlted in the distriktution ot raarly $43
million of emergency food stamp benefits in fiscal year 1977.
Program abuses were attributable largely to serious prabless in
program administraticii that pointed out the need for Ltetter
proqgran guidance by the Food and Nutrition Service and better
planning and control by State and local agencies adsinistering
emergency procedur. :. Other problems involved: confusion among
State agencies as ° : anow to administer the praogram, lack i
legislative or adaministrative guidance or criteriz defining a
low income famiiy, and lack of definition of reduced incomae.
Legislative clhanges which could minizize or eliminate these
abuses involve: provisions to ziiow the ipnccme aprd resources of
afrplicants to be cunsid red, simplificd ce-tificaticn procedures
in disaster emergencies, and developacant rf State plans for
vroviding food stamps to disaszer victims. (RRS)



WASHINGTON, D.C. 20548

COMMUNITY AND ECONOMIC
DEVLLTPMENT CIVISION

Mr. Lewis B. Straus
Administrator, Food and Nutrition
Department of Agriculture
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Dear Mr. Straus:

As part of our cuntinuing revisw
gram, we obtainad some information on

of [ood stamp benefits in emeraancy veliaf
(D RS]
quarters ia Washington, B.C., where we 1o
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obzration of the emergoncy food stamnn
In some areas where rrogram samini
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problems in the way the nroaram was altrninisteradi--nronlams
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The Food and Aqricoltare noe 5f 1977 rreaded the Eand Srame,
Act of 1964 to strenatnen #5 sanmtyr o1 ar Food st g {uga-
ances in disaster 3itaaton . 4. el s that b reanl b iong



and instructicns now bheing drafted to janlament the leqgis-
1ative changes should be sprcific s0 15 to effectively
minimize or eliwminate abuses similar 't thoge that h,ye
occurrted in the pas..
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Although the dicacier toliaf act oo Yhor lzeg cmergency
food stamp assistance to pow-income Lon oholds in major disaster
areas, 1t contains no loaislative or afiiiaistrative guid-
ance or criteria defining a low-incomr fanily., Moreover,
hefore the 1977 amandments, the food ~' 'mn act rovided that
the Secretary could establink tesporary - perqency standards
of eligibility for the duration of an vrorgeacy witt~yt
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one case, the Department of Aqriculture's General Counsel
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instructions implemonting the amendmnts shonld be snecific
in order to etfectively ninipize ov ~lininate the recurcence
cf past abu=zus,
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We wndor e the oo Tor <iuniifi 4 vortificarinn or-
cedures in disoster cmergor cies, when tany neople in immediate
need are apolyina ror food v osistance.,  Howavor, we believe
that eliginility er.teria should be 4 :iined to opravent the
participatinn of hegsenolds whose cito g atances ».nable them
to purchase fo. ! wichout andan nardshio, and that offective
controls should o cstablishod to prove ok dnplicate partici-
pation of houscnolds.
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We are sciling vopies of tais lotear to pha rssistant
Secretary for r'ood and coningnog S50vices andg tn “he Inspector
General.
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